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Magic Toothpick Star 

 

            Material                                    Quantity 

            Toothpicks                                         5  

            Plate                                                   - 

            Water                                                 - 

            Dropper                                              - 

 

    Set up for the activity 

 Put the 5 toothpicks in centre of the plate,but do not break them fully.Make sure it 
makes a ‘V’ shape. 

 
 Once the toothpicks are placed in the centre of the plate,see that they are 

symmetrically touching each other. 

 
 Take water in the dropper and add into the centre of arranged toothpicks. 

 Children can add few more drops of water until they start spreading. 
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 Watch carefully as the toothpicks slowly move,absorb water to form a star shape. 

 
 

 
Conclusion   
 When you put drops of water in the middle of the closed star formation, the dry    
wood fibers in each broken toothpick absorb water. The absorption of the water into 
the toothpick is due to capillary action. 
 
 

Try it out with your children and do share your experience. 

Worksheet provided includes a picture where children have to complete it with 

toothpicks. 

Thank you..!! 
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